
Celebrating a Life Well-lived
St. Luke’s College 
alumni, staff, faculty 
and students lost a 
great friend, mentor 
and colleague when 
Jodi Kolar passed 
away April 26, 2014. 
Kolar served as Chair 
of St. Luke’s College’s 
Nursing Education 
Department.

2014 Reunion Fun
Alumni gather for a weekend filled with 
sharing memories.

Alumni in the News
Graduates of St. Luke’s College and its 
predecessors earn honors.
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Promotions and additions to St. Luke’s 
College staff.
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St. Luke’s College graduates 78 at 
commencements in December 2013  
and May 2014.
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Chancellor’s
Letter

Our Mission
St. Luke’s College provides high 
quality, health system-based 
education to individuals who 
desire to become competent 
and compassionate health 
care providers.

Our Vision
St. Luke’s College understands 
the importance of educating 
tomorrow’s highly skilled 
healthcare workers for you, 
your children and your 
grandchildren. Our vision 
is to make a difference in 
the quality of healthcare for 
future patients, families and 
the communities in which our 
graduates serve.

19021890sSt. Luke’s 
College’s roots 

began in the 
late 1890s at 

Samaritan 
Hospital School 

of Nursing.

Lutheran 
Hospital 

School of 
Nursing 

was 
established.

Century of Service in Siouxland

Mike Stiles, Chancellor

Life: Fragile, Precious, Tenuous

Dear Alumni and Friends,
Over the past few months St. Luke’s College and greater UnityPoint Health – St. Luke’s 
families have been reminded of the fragility of life and how life is both precious and 
tenuous. Two specific events, one now just a few months old and one now twenty five 
years old, have served as that poignant reminder.

On the morning of April 26th, Jodi Kolar, Department Chair of Nursing Education died sud-
denly and unexpectedly. Jodi was a dedicated mother, grandmother and nurse educator. 
Jodi touched the lives of dozens of faculty members and nurse colleagues throughout her 
career. Those fellow nurses and healthcare professionals are better and stronger profes-
sionals as a result of knowing and working with Jodi. As proud as Jodi was of her faculty 
and her colleagues, she was even more proud of the hundreds of students that she taught 
in the classroom and clinical setting. Jodi was humbled by the honor and the responsibility 
of preparing professional nurses for a career of competent and compassionate service to 
patients of all ages and facing all of life’s many varied and complex health challenges.  
As the College continues to grieve the loss of Jodi, we gain strength and courage from the 
daily reminders of her presence and her contributions to our students and our institution. 

Those who were part of the St. Luke’s family in the 1990s remember the tremendous 
leadership that Regene Osborne demonstrated as the School of Nursing transitioned 
to   St. Luke’s College. They also remember all too well the shock and grief of Regene’s 
sudden and unexpected death in January 1998, just months prior to the last diploma and 
first associate degree graduation held in May of 1998.    

The countless contributions of these two nursing education leaders, and the occurrence 
of their deaths while serving as the formal leader of the pre-licensure nursing program, will 
forever be a part of the foundation and fabric of nursing education and of St. Luke’s College.

During the weekend of July 18-20, the community remembered the 25th anniversary of 
the July 19, 1989 crash of United Flight 232 at Sioux Gateway Airport. The weekend brought 
together the members of the flight crew, survivors and their families, the families of those 
whose lives were lost, and the hundreds of emergency personnel, healthcare professionals 
and Siouxland citizens who responded to the event on that Wednesday afternoon and for 
many days following the crash. The elements of the weekend that had the most dramatic 
effect on me were the stark contrasts of events of that day and the years that have 
followed. The tragedy of 112 victims and the miracle of 184 survivors. The humbleness of 
the crew and the emergency responders assessing their own actions and the image of 
heroes from the survivors, the community and the nation for those same life-saving actions. 

As individuals, our lives are shaped by those with whom we interact and the experiences 
we encounter on our journey. I know that my life has been shaped in so many positive 
ways by Jodi and Regene. I also know that the lessons learned from Siouxland’s response 
to United Flight 232 have been shared with hundreds of thousands of pilots, flight crews, 
emergency services professionals, healthcare professionals, and community leaders, not 
just around the nation, but around the world and not to simply tell the story or for a brief 
moment of fame, but to make a difference in policies, procedures and practices so that 
countless precious and fragile lives may be saved from the lessons learned in 1989.

Sincerely,

Michael D. Stiles, Chancellor
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1920 1940s
Both Lutheran 

and Methodist 
Schools of Nursing 

prepared nurses for 
military service to 

support the troops 
in World War II.

1966Lutheran and 
Methodist’s 
sponsoring 

hospitals merged 
to create St. 

Luke’s Regional 
Medical Center. 

1967The Lutheran and 
Methodist Schools 
of Nursing merged 

to establish 
St. Luke’s School 

of Nursing.

Jodi Kolar: Nurse, Mentor, Mother, Friend
 Celebrating a Lifetime of Compassion

St. Luke’s College lost one of its most 
devoted and beloved faculty members 
when Jodi Kolar, Department of 
Nursing Education Chair, passed away 
unexpectedly April 26, 2014. 

Jodi joined the St. Luke’s family in 
1983 as a staff nurse on 5A, shortly 
after graduating with honors from 
Mankato State University with a Bach-
elor of Science in Nursing degree. In 
1989, she accepted a faculty position 
with St. Luke’s College, where she 
taught a variety of nursing courses 
but as most of her students know her 
passion was in psychiatric nursing. The 
classes that Jodi taught were often 
filled with stories and laughter.

“The hallways of St. Luke’s College will 
never be the same. We won’t hear 
her enthusiastic and cheerful voice 
or laugh. We won’t hear the roars 
of laughter from her students in her 
classroom. We have lost her vision, 
dedication, guidance, and her humor.” 

During her time as a faculty member, 
Jodi received a Master’s of Science 
in Nursing degree from Creighton Uni-
versity. She was promoted to Depart-
ment Chair of the Associate Nursing 
Program in 2007, a position she held 
with tremendous pride and accom-
plishment. The department chair role 
afforded her the opportunity to be 
a positive influence on hundreds of 
nursing students and to champion 
growth in the nursing program.

“She was so dedicated and 
passionate about students, nursing 
education and St. Luke’s College. 
She wore so many hats and juggled 
so many important roles. It was an 
absolute pleasure and an honor to 
have worked with her.” 

In 2013, Jodi was nominated by her 
peers and honored as one of 100 

Great Iowa Nurses, an award she 
was both humbled and honored to 
receive. Jodi was also appointed 
to several college nursing advisory 
boards, where she gained knowledge 
as well as shared her experience with 
other members. No matter what Jodi 
was doing, her thirst for learning and 
improving was always present.

Jodi’s influence will continue to be 
felt throughout St. Luke’s College. 
She was instrumental in the building 
renovation for the Nursing Education 
Department and curriculum design of 
the RN-BSN program. She was a key 
player in strengthening the partnership 
with Dordt College and the curricu-
lum redesign of the Associate Nursing 
Program that permitted students to 
begin the nursing program twice 
a year. She authored college 
policies and much more.

She had a passion for historical 
items related to nursing and 
the medical field. Knowing 
St. Luke’s has a rich history, 
she contacted alumni for 
historical school items to 
donate to the college. The 
response was overwhelming, 
and St. Luke’s College now 
has a great start to col-
lecting historical items that 
reflect our past. 

Although she is gone, the 
faculty, staff and administra-

tion will continue the work started by 
Jodi. The commitment to the college 
so evident in Jodi’s heart continues 
on as the College works diligently to 
educate future nurses.

“Our jobs are more important than 
ever now that she is gone. She 
worked tirelessly to keep our students 
performing at the highest level and 
we will find renewed courage and 
strength to continue the highest level 
of excellence in her honor.” 

Memorial gifts in Jodi’s honor may be 
directed to St. Luke’s Foundation. 

St. Luke’s College Chancellor Mike 
Stiles, right, puts a hand on the 

shoulder of Jodi Kolar, Department 
of Nursing Education Chair, at 

December 2013 commencement.

“(Jodi) worked tirelessly to keep our 
students performing at the highest level 
and we will find renewed courage and 

strength to continue the highest level 
of excellence in her honor.”



Reunion Fun!
More than 70 alumni attended 
the 2014 All School Reunion 
May 2-3 in Sioux City, IA. 
At the two-day event, alumni 
from St. Luke’s College and its 
predecessor schools recon-
nected with classmates and 
their alma mater.

The reunion kicked off Friday with 
an Honored Class Reception.

Classes honored this year included
1934,1939, 1944,1949,1954, 1959,1964,1969,
1974,1979, 1984, 1989,1994, 1999,2004 and 
2009,along with December 2013 and May 
2014 graduates. Among attendees was 
Eleanor Beacon, a 1939 graduate of The 
Lutheran School of Nursing celebrating the 
75th anniversary of her graduation. 

Saturday began with brunch at UnityPoint 
Health - St. Luke’s followed by tours of the 
College. The activities wrapped up with an 
evening banquet where stories, pictures, 
memories and laughs were shared. 

The next All School Reunion is set for 
April 24-25, 2015.

1993 1995Allied 
health 

science 
programs 

were 
added. 

St. Luke’s Regional 
Medical Center’s 

Board of Directors 
created St. Luke’s 

College of Nursing 
and Health 

Sciences.

2001Renamed St. Luke’s College.  
Radiologic Technology certificate 

program transitions to associate 
degree program.  Granted initial 
accreditation by Higher Learning 
Commission of the North Central 

Association of Colleges and Schools.

2014 Reunion Highlights

Classmates from the Lutheran Class of 1959

Lutheran Class of 1964 grads 

Jeri Ducommun (Methodist 1954) 
and Cindy Duncan, instructor and 
clinical coordinator of St. Luke’s 

College’s Respiratory Care Program

Methodist Class of 1964

Maude Schemmel (Lutheran 1949) and 
Taffy Zoelle (St. Luke’s College 1999)



2002
The Higher Learning 

Commission 
extended 

the College’s 
accreditation to an 

Associate of Science 
in Respiratory Care.

2004The certificate 
program in 

Clinical Pastoral 
Education 

was transitioned 
to St. Luke’s 

College.

2005
The Department of 
Clinical Laboratory 
Science Education 

was formed with 
certificate program 

in Medical 
Laboratory Sciences. 

Alumni in the Spotlight
Alum Named One of Iowa’s Best

Janice “Jan” Mason (St. Luke’s School of Nursing 
Class of 1971) has been named one of 2014’s 100 
Great Iowa Nurses.

Mason has worked in the Cardiac and Pulmonary 
Rehabilitation Department of Buena Vista Region-
al Medical Center, Storm Lake, IA, for 23 years.

“I’m proud to be an alumni of St. Luke’s,” she says.     
“It provided me with a solid basic foundation of nurs-

ing skills. More importantly, I had a group of great instructors who taught 
me the importance of a strong work ethic, showing compassion, and to 
always do the best I could do. These values have helped me throughout 
my career.”

Recipients of the honor are chosen from hundreds of nominations evalu-
ated by representatives of the Iowa Hospital Association, Iowa Nurses 
Association and Iowa Nurses Foundation. 

Pylelo Earns Co-workers’ Kudos
Alum Casey Pylelo earned high praise from his 
co-workers as he took home the title of UnityPoint 
Health – St. Luke’s Employee of the Month for 
June 2014.

As a Specials Technologist in the Radiology 
Department, Pylelo assists radiologists with special 
procedures, performs CT exams and produces 
general diagnostic images. He graduated from 

St. Luke’s College’s Radiology program in 2006 and immediately 
went into St. Luke’s CT internship program.

“Not only did the St. Luke’s program teach the necessary fundamen-
tals required to perform the daily duties of the profession, there was 
a focus on patient interaction,” he says of his education at St. Luke’s 
College. “By working with a wide variety of health care professionals 
in the clinical setting, a student can experience a large spectrum of 
care that one can chose aspects to adopt onto their own careers.”

Mason

Pylelo

St. Luke’s College Chancellor Mike Stiles 
congratulates Leadership Scholarship winner 
Renae Grell.

Grell is 2014 Leadership 
Scholarship Winner
St. Luke’s College is pleased to announce 
Renae Grell as the ninth recipient of the Nursing 
Leadership Scholarship, which is awarded to an 
alumnus who is pursuing an MSN or Doctorate 
degree and has demonstrated leadership skills. 

A 2004 St. Luke’s College graduate, Grell 
completed her BSN at South Dakota State 
University, Brookings, and is working on her MSN at 
Walden University, Minneapolis, Minn. 

This scholarship is made possible by the 
generosity of Bonnie Wiltse, past Chair of St. 
Luke’s College Board of Directors.

• LaVon (Heyl) Burg (Lutheran 1945) 
died March 15, 2014.

• Jo Ann (Hantsbarger) Hilkemeier 
(Methodist 1958) died Jan. 16, 2014.

• Marilyn (Miller) Jensen (Lutheran 
1958) died April 12, 2014.

• Marlene (Brehmer) Kroger (Lutheran 
1953) died Dec. 25, 2013.

• Susan (Haye) Peelen (St. Luke’s School 
of Nursing 1970) died May 5, 2014.

• Willis G. Strawn III (St. Luke’s College 
2006) died Jan. 31, 2014.

• June (Fegley) Thilo (Methodist  
1950) died June 8, 2014.

• Dorothy (Soop) Trexler (Lutheran 
1938) died Feb. 20, 2014.

• Donna (DeRaad) Weatherly 
(Lutheran 1952) died July 8, 2014.

In Remembrance Remembering our classmates and friends who have passed away,   
including these alumni, whom we lost since our last issue (December 2013-current):



Staff Promotions, Additions
Chancellor Mike Stiles announces 
promotions of Pam Fox, MSN, RN; Lori 
Hoesing, MS, RN; and Beth Sitzmann, 
MSN, RN, CNE, to associate professor-
ships in the Division of Nursing Education, 
and Pam Briese, MS, MLS (ASCP) CMSCCM, 
to associate professor in the Division of 
Medical Laboratory Science Education. 
Briese continues as Department Chair of 
Medical Laboratory Sciences, All former-
ly served as assistant professors.

The College also welcomes these new 
faculty/staff members: Courtney Greene, 
BSN RN-BC, instructor; Sonya Hiserote, 
RN, BSN, MSN, assistant professor; Teresa 
Kelley, MSN, RN, assistant professor for
the Division of Nursing Education; Deb 
Juffer, MS, RN, CMSRN, associate profes-
sor for the Division of Nursing Education; 
Angela Babe, administrative assistant.

College Building Update
As the cover of this issue of Vital 
Connections shows, the four-story building 
the College calls home recently had new 
signage installed identifying it as St. Luke’s 
College – UnityPoint Health. 

The facility had been known as Physician 
Center One and served as a doctor’s 
office building with the college occupying 
several suites. The college now uses more 
than 50 percent of the building and will 
occupy additional suites in the future. 

● Second Floor: Skills Lab & Classrooms; 
Imaging Science Education; BHS; 
Respiratory Care Education; Clinical 
Pastoral Care; Medical Laboratory 
Science Education, Library, Bookstore

● Third Floor: Department of Nursing 
Education; Skills Lab & Classrooms

● Fourth Floor: Administration, Registrar, 
Student Services, Admissions, BSN, 
Financial Aid, Alumni Relations and 
Student Health

2008 2012St. Luke’s 
College 
moved to its 
new home 
in Physician 
Center 1.

The region’s 
first certificate 
program in 
phlebotomy 
was added.

Faculty, Staff News

2013 St. Luke’s College 
announced two     
new degrees:  
Bachelor of Science in 
Nursing and Bachelor 
of Health Science.

Chancellor Names Three to Deanships
St. Luke’s College Chancellor Mike Stiles announces the 
appointment and promotion of three current members 
of St. Luke’s College leadership team to Deanships.  The 
implementation of a new organizational structure for the 
College coincides with these appointments. 

The new structure creates the Division of Nursing, Division 
of Health Sciences and Division of Student Services 
as depicted and supported earlier this spring with the 
College Board of Directors and with College faculty and 
staff. 

• Dr. Susan Bowers, EdD, MSN, RN, Dean of Nursing, 
will provide administrative leadership to all nursing 
education programs and services of the College.     Dr. 
Bowers will continue to serve as Department Chair of 
the RN to BSN program. 

• Dr. Dan T. Jensen, PhD, Dean of Health Sciences, will 
provide administrative leadership to the Departments 
of Respiratory Care Education, Imaging Sciences 
Education, Medical Laboratory Sciences Education 
and Clinical Pastoral Education. He will continue 
to serve as Department Chair of Imaging Sciences 
Education and provide similar leadership to the 
College’s BHS and general education programs and 
services. 

• Danelle Johannsen, MA, BS, Dean of Student Services, will 
provide administrative leadership to Student Services and 
the Library and continue to serve as Department Chair of 
Student & Administrative Services. 

Bowers

Johannsen

Jensen



Celebrating Our Graduates
Transitions

Winter 2013 Graduates
Associate of Science  
Degree in Nursing:

• Alexa Rae Altena 
• Laura Andrade 
• Jamin Rae Cyr 
• April Joi Ellens
• Kimberly Lynn Gray 
• Kari Ann Groeneweg
• Jacklyn Elizabeth Holmes 
• Amy Elizabeth Leonard 
• Katelyn Ann Lieuwen 
• Tate Thomas Lingscheit 
• Katie Ann Longlee 
• Rachelle Marie Marcus 
• Joshua Ryan Peterson 
• Kaylee Grace Schmeling 
• Ciarra Ann Schmitt 
• Amanda Joy Shook 
• Kari Lynn Traver 
• Sarah Beth Van Den Berg 
• Rachel Mae Vankempen 
• Kevin Nicholas Vermeer 

Spring 2014 Graduates 
Associate of Science  
Degree in Nursing: 
• Whitney Collette Alberda
• Dakota Bryce Bremser 
• Leanne Mae Bruns 
• Brittany Janae Clausen 
• Megan Marie Colshan 
• Shannon Leigh Dahl 
• Reann Marie DeRousse 
• David Zachary Earleywine 
• Steffany Jean Hinkeldey 
• Rebekah Louise Jenkins 
• Kari Ann Kirchmeier 
• Emily Georgiana Leahy
• Jenna Daile Lenz
• Andrea Joyce Lim 
• Ashleen Lee Marr
• Alonzo Jacob Odem 
• Candra Jo Rens
• Chelsey Rae Soll
• Tonia Marie Stroman 
• Nicholas Ryan Stubbe 
• Hanna Priscyl Wagenaar
• Elizabeth Colleen Wittrock
• Carleen Latisha Yntema 
• Molly Ann Young

• 

Associate of Science Degree 
in Radiologic Technology:
• Nicole Lee Anema 
• Tiana Montana Boltz
• Kaitlin Susanne Choquette
• Jordan August Curiel 
• Kelsey Virginia Hansen 
• Danica Lynn Hanson
• Kiarra Marie Hilsinger
• Kelsey Marie Kelsheimer
• Zachary Rengulbai Motis
• Brian Anthony Ratino 
• Sarah Ann Schiltz
• Effthemia Rae Smith 
• Amber Rose Van Otterloo 
• Courtney Jane Vinsand 
• Roxanne Louise Willenborg

 Associate of Science  
Degree in Respiratory Care:
• Brielle Shyenne Biezuns
• Sarah Lynn Dickinson
• Kelsey Christine Diez
• Bridget Nanette Huseman
• Jessica Ruthann Kracke 
• Alicia Mae Kratke 
• Gregory John Pekny  
• Jerrilen Peters
• Jenna Marie Raveling 
• Ron Earl Thornton 

Summer 2014 Graduates 
Certificate in Medical 
Laboratory Science:
• Nassir Abdi
• Nathan Braun
• Chelsea Carter
• Lexie Cope
• Kelsi Foster
• Mabin Sainju 

Clinical Pastoral Education:
• Paul Campbell
• Derrick Okine 
• Norman Prather 

Winter 2013 graduates 
celebrate their 

Associate of Science 
Degrees in Nursing.

Far left: Nursing faculty 
pose with Spring 2014 
graduates.  
Left: Radiologic 
Technology faculty 
celebrate with a 
Winter 2013 graduate.

Chancellor Mike Stiles with 
Nursing graduate Josh Peterson 
at Winter 2013 Commencement. 
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Alumni Coordinator’s Corner

Dear Alumni,
Join me and other alumni from St. Luke’s College as we 
travel to New York City, June 6-12, 2015!

This adventure of a lifetime includes three spectacular 
Broadway shows, Tony Awards and other Big Apple tour-
ist attractions! Single-occupancy cost of $5,150; double 
occupancy cost of $4,050 or three-person occupancy 
cost of $3,760 includes air fare, hotel, transportation, 13 
meals and admission to shows and awards program.

To learn more, please call me at (712) 279-3112 or e-
mail me at Patricia.rogers@stlukescollege.edu today!

Stay in touch!

Tricia Rogers
Alumni & Events Coordinator
St. Luke’s College – Unity Point Health
2720 Stone Park Blvd., Sioux City, IA 51104
(712) 279-3112  Patricia.rogers@stlukescollege.edu

CONNECT WITH US: www.stlukescollege.edu  www.facebook.com/StLukesCollege  Phone 712.279.3112

Vital Connections is about you, 
alumni of St. Luke’s College 
and its predecessor schools! 
We want to know about:
  Weddings
  Births
  Career Moves
  Additional Degrees
  Life Milestones
  News about where
 you are, personally
 and professionally!

Please include year(s) and 
school(s) attended, and 
e-mail your info to Patricia.
rogers@stlukescollege.edu, 
call 712-279-3112 or mail to:

St. Luke’s College 
2800 Pierce St., Suite 410
Sioux City, IA 51104 

Share Your News!


